Manufacturing

Zero-Loc tries to lock oyt____hlg_ energy bills
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A 37+yeor-old
manufacturing company
that has recently
doubled in size made
itself o new home of
Gloucaster Industrial
Estates this month.

by Angela Wiebe
awiehe@hngkystimcs tom

As many popular prod-
ucts on the market in
MNorth America are merely
following in the footsteps
of what took Europe by
storm years ago, the same
can be said for the prod-
ucts of manufacturing
company Zero-Loc.

The family company
specializes in energy-sav-
ing insulated panels and
doors that are used in
freezers, storage rooms,
and more recently, entire
buildings.

“Maore and more build-
ings are using this panel-
ing,” said Zero-Loc presi-
dent Larry Strand. “Energy
is much more expensive in
Europe so they've been

uging this in couwemmna]
buildings for years.”
Zero-Loc has been man-
ufacturing its insulation
products for the last 37
years, first working out of
downtown Vancouver, and
then Richmond for the last
35 years,
This month, however,
Zero-Loc cele-
brated its
grand opening

Aldergrove’s Gloucester
Industrial Estates to relo-
cate 1o because of lower
costs and because he was
familiar with the commu-
nity.

Growing up in
Aldergrove, Strand atend-
ed Aldergrove Secondary
School and has worked at

the business
his father cre-
ated since he
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since its cre-

ation in 1969,

Strand said

business has more than
doubled in the last five
vears, with the trend
towards using energy-sav-
ing produets in construe-
liomn.

In order to accommao-
date the rapid expansion,
Strand realized Zero-Loc
needed to relocate to build
a larger manufacturing
plant.

Strand said he chose
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Lero-Loc prosident Lorry Strand showed off his brand-new, siafe-
of-the-ort mochinery that helps make the company”s insulated
panels.

while [ was at
university,” he
said.

Adter university, Strand
waorked in the sales
department, moved up 1o
general manager, and
three years ago became
the company’s new presi-
dent.

While much of the busi-
ness” growth has occured
while the younger Strand
has been in charge, he
credits his father for Zero-
Loc’s success,

“1 feel fantastic,” he said
ol the company's recent
growth, "but a lot of it has
to do with the vision of
my father.”

Although the company’s
more steady side of the
business is insulated doors
and panels for smaller-
sized freezers, Strand said
the company has been
supplying larger compa-
nies with panels maore
recently.

Freybe, which also has a
plant at Gloucester
Industrial Estates, has its
bulding outfitted with
Zero-Loc's panels.

“A refrigerated building
takes a tremendous
amount of energy to keep
it cool,” he said, “We need
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He said that while many
companies in North
America are still using
conerete to construct their
buildings, they will suffer
from much larger energy
payments than those that

build with insulated panel-

ing.

Some other large clients
of Zero-Loc are Sunrise
Poultry, Lilvdale Poultry,
and McCain Foods.

Zero-Loc has also been
providing its products to
oil production companies
in Fort McMurray, Alb,
and diamond mining com-
panies in the Northwest
Territories.

The company, which
employs more than 100
people, also has a manu-
facturing plant in
Brantford, Ont. and sales
offices in Kirkland, Wash.
and Bolton, Ont,

While Strand stood
proud in his new 70,000
sguare foot plant for Zero-
Loc’s grand opening cele-
bration on Wednesday,
May 10, he expects to
have to expand further

Foreman
Mark Bentley,
viho has
viorked for
Lero-Loc since
1977,
manned the
polystyrene
insulution
tnachine ot
the
company’s
brond new
wanufocturing
plant in
Mdergrove,

precoreron
The polystyrene insulation vsed in Tero-Lac’s insulated panels is
made in big blocks that is then cwt into strips.

within five years.

“Business will probably
double again in the next
five years,” he said. “The
trend coming to North
America 15 to be more
energy efficient.”



